
Anonymous parent 2 
 
Correspondence sent to John Swinney MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Education and 
Skills. 
 
Dear Mr Swinney, 

Over the past 4-6 weeks I have copied you in on various e-mails that I have sent but 
in this instance I am e-mailing you directly and copying in people and organisations 
who have an interest in my e-mail.  I feel that everything I have done up until now has 
been viewed as an inconvenience and I now need to be taken seriously by someone 
who can actually help me and make a difference.  

I am writing with regards to the Early Years 1140 Funded Hours policy. 

I have a 4 year old son who attends a Partnership Nursery within the boundaries of 
Glasgow City Council (GCC).  We also live in Crosshill, within the boundaries of GCC.  

In April of this year I heard a rumour that it would no longer be a statutory obligation 
for the Local Authorities (LAs) to implement the Early Years 1140 Funded Hours in 
August 2020.  I therefore contacted the Glasgow Family Information Service (GFIS) 
who responded by e-mail stating: 

“GCC will provide 1140 funded hours to Partner Nurseries if they 
can deliver these hours from August 2020.   
However, Partner Providers will determine their own service 
delivery models, which in some cases may be for less than 
1140hrs. 
Therefore can I suggest you discuss funding for your son with your 
Partner Nursery and if they can provide you with 1140 hrs funding 
wef August 2020.” 

My son’s nursery is able to provide the 1140 hours in August 2020.  I, and many other 
families, have based my plans for work and nursery attendance for the 2020/21 
academic year on this e-mail.   

I have now heard that GCC is planning to renege on the contents of their April e-mail.    
I understand that in light of Covid-19, Central and Local Governments across the world 
are facing challenges BUT we need to find a way around these challenges so as to 
provide the very best for our children and families now.  I work from home and to be 
brutally honest, I can’t get any work done when my son is at home.  I live in a 2 bed 
flat and have no separate work space.  This means that when he goes to bed at 9pm, 
I need to start working.  This is physically and mentally exhausting and is 
unsustainable in the longer term.  Financially, Covid-19 has impacted my family badly 
and we were looking forward to my son attending nursery for the 1140 hours so as to 
allow me to increase my working hours and therefore try to get us back on track 
financially.    

Since March, the Early Years children have experienced an unbelievable amount of 
disruption and confusion.  This age group is not able to participate in a Zoom class 
and as such their formal education as well as the social and interpersonal skills 
learned whilst in the nursery setting have not progressed and in some cases they 
have actually regressed.  Their ability to work with routine has also been negatively 



impacted.  These children need to be awarded the 1140 funded hours starting in 
August 2020 so that they can catch up and be school ready in August 2021. 

I am aware that not every LA Nursery and not every Partnership Nursery is prepared 
for providing the 1140 funded hours in August 2020 – this would have been the 
situation with or without Covid-19.  From a personal perspective, my son’s nursery is 
able to deliver 1140 hours from August 2020 even taking into account the fact that the 
children may now be working in “bubbles” rather than larger class groups.  The fact 
that some nurseries will not be ready for 1140 hours in August 2020 should not mean 
that all children and families miss out.  We need to think bigger/plan for the 
future!  Start with the nurseries that can safely offer 1140 hours and other nurseries 
will then be forced to strive for this.  If we set our standards by the lowest rung in the 
ladder, we are doing a disservice to all children and families. 

The argument that the nurseries can’t provide the 1140 hours because of safety 
doesn’t stand when children under 12 are now allowed to play indoors without social 
distancing.  On this basis, it would seem necessary for the Government Guidance 
issued on 15th June to be reviewed and amended.  In addition, why are outdoor 
nurseries able to provide 1140 funded hours in August 2020 when children under 12 
are now allowed to play indoors without social distancing, this funding shouldn’t be 
given on the back of being “safer”.  In fact whilst these nurseries are a fantastic 
concept, they themselves state that they are not ideal for more than 1 or 2 days per 
week for children as the children who attend more than this find it very difficult to adjust 
to being in a school classroom 5 days a week when they start school.  This means 
that they are actually going to be detrimental to children as blended placements are 
not allowed according to the aforementioned Guidance from 15th June.  In addition, 
the Hubs and NHS Hubs that have been operating throughout haven’t been using 
bubbles or social distancing for the children (and none have had to close because of 
any Covid outbreaks).  So again, and with this further backing up everything I have 
already said, how can it be said that it is not safe to offer the 1140 hours in August…… 
The argument that there is no money doesn’t stand – I understand that extra funding 
is coming to the LAs because of Covid-19.  Some education services have been 
suspended which has created cost savings.  Please don’t let the staff in Education 
Services use Covid-19 as an excuse in this instance. I understand that three years 
ago the Scottish Government (SG) provided the LAs with money for the 1140 
hours.  What have the LAs done with this money?  Was this money provided without 
the stipulation that it was ringfenced for the 1140 hours? 

Whilst I am aware that some LA nurseries have been running as hubs during the 
lockdown period, the majority of nurseries have not. Therefore, I am unsure what GCC 
et al have done with the money that they have saved?  The nursery running costs 
haven't been incurred as normal, the staff will have been put on furlough which is paid 
by Westminster, so I envisage a lot of money has been saved - this could be spent on 
the 1140 hours. 
 
From the correspondence I have had with GCC, it feels that they have been trying to 
sneak this change in policy out through the back door – the policy has not been open 
to scrutiny by the elected members and neither service providers nor parents have 
been consulted on this.  This is simply not right!  In fact, my Councillor was told that 
this was an operational rather than policy matter and as such no one needed to be 
consulted on it!     



GCC has stated that their education team have done sterling work “since lockdown to 
establish, sustain and indeed enhance the level of service being provided for key 
workers’ children and our most vulnerable families”.  This is great, but that said, we 
are now in the recovery phase and need to look to the future rather than simply on the 
admirable achievements of the past few months.  We need to work to provide what is 
best for all children, not just the vulnerable and those of key workers.  In providing 
what is best for all children, key workers’ children and the most vulnerable families will 
be encapsulated and will as such benefit.  The way things have been, the children of 
vulnerable families and those of key workers have actually been advantaged because 
they haven’t had an enforced break from education since March. 

From the perspective of the Partnership Nurseries who are prepared to roll out the 
1140 hours in August, it is clear that they have made capital investments.  Many are 
concerned that if the 1140 hours aren’t rolled out in August, they will have to close 
their doors.  We all know that there aren’t enough nursery places within the LA 
nurseries to meet the demand of all children so what will happen when there are less 
Partnership facilities available – we go into a downward spiral. 

I hate to compare our Education system to that of England but in this instance it is 
apparent that we are playing catch up.  In England their reception year is the 
equivalent of our pre-school year.  The children in their reception year attend full time 
(the equivalent of our 1140).  So, from the outset of our education, we are settling for 
being second best.  To make it worse, the fact that the SG has devolved education to 
the LAs means we have a postcode lottery within Scotland.  This is a double whammy 
for some children. 

In summary, there are a few aspects to be considered here: 

• Providing the 1140 funded hours to the service providers who have capacity 

allows as many parents as possible the opportunity to go back to work in August 

– this is a necessity for our economy.  Without this one parent (usually, but not 

always, the mother) has to stay at home.  So much for equality! 

• Providing the 1140 funded hours is the right thing to do for children in this age 

group.  It will enable them to go to school prepared both academically and 

socially – they will be more rounded children who will be better prepared for the 

big world of school, away from the small family bubble that they have been 

trapped in since March.  Bear in mind that children of this age have suddenly 

had a lot of things (including their extended family) taken away from them.  My 

son is an only child and as such hasn’t interacted with an another child since 

mid-March (that’s 4 months - he had his first play with his friends last night). 

The 5 months running up to August 2020 have been life changing for these 

young people.  They need to go back to nursery full time so as to rectify the 

damage the past few months have caused them.  These children have missed 

months of education and double the efforts are going to be needed in the 

coming year to ensure they are back on track for being school ready in August 

2021.   

• In August 2020, some LAs are planning to introduce the 1140 funded hours, 

some are not and others are undecided.  This really does create a postcode 

lottery.  At the point when children start primary 1 in August 2021, some will 

already be disadvantaged because the SG is allowing this to be devolved to 

LAs.  We are going to be in a situation where children in some LAs are awarded 



the 1140 hours in August 2020 and children in other LAs lag behind.  Schools 

can only build upon the foundations that are put in place in the pre-school 

years.  The implications of delaying the start of the 1140 funded hours will be 

long lasting – it will create further division between the haves and the have nots 

in Scotland, an already very divided country.  The SG put this policy in place 

for a reason and that reason has not gone away, if anything the need is 

more.  At a grassroots level, I am deeply concerned by the way this policy is 

panning out - My nephew and my son are the same age and both attend the 

same partnership nursery within GCC.  My nephew lives in East Renfrewshire 

and my son lives in Glasgow.  My nephew will receive 1140 funded hours and 

my son will receive 600!!!!  If this isn’t a prime example of a post code lottery, I 

don’t know what is.   

I really am unsure as to why it is unavoidable that the 1140 hours policy has to be 
paused! 

I apologise if this is a long e-mail and a pain to read, but this is so important to me and 
the country as a whole for years to come – everything stems from education! 

I look forward to hearing back from you with regards to the above at your earliest 
convenience and ideally within the next 7 days. 
 
 
 
 

 
 


